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HOW TO SCOREHOW TO SCORE  

WITH STRONG FOUNDATIONSWITH STRONG FOUNDATIONS
GRADE 7-9GRADE 7-9 IN GCSE ENGLISHIN GCSE ENGLISH

THE GRADE 9 MASTERY BLUEPRINT 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS



Grade 9 mindset for 
students & parents 

#01
Recognise the skills 
and strategies 
you need to score 100% in 
GCSE English lang & lit

#02

Preview our system that
practically guarantees 
you top grades

#03

WHAT YOU AREWHAT YOU ARE  
GOING TO LEARNGOING TO LEARN



WHAT’S THE PURPOSEWHAT’S THE PURPOSE
OF THE GCSE ENGLISHOF THE GCSE ENGLISH
EXAM?EXAM?  



Inference skills

Evaluation

Critical reading

Comparative skills

Writing for impact Knowledge of Authors’
techniques

Creativity

A TEST OF SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGEA TEST OF SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE



THE EXAMINERS JUSTTHE EXAMINERS JUST
WANT TO SEE GOODWANT TO SEE GOOD
WRITING.WRITING.



HOW MANY STUDENTSHOW MANY STUDENTS  
SCORE TOPSCORE TOP  
GRADES?GRADES?



Grades 1-6
76.5%

Grade 7
10%

Grade 8
9%

Grade 9
4.5%

AVERAGE GRADE
GRADE 4-5



SO, WHAT’S THE BIGGESTSO, WHAT’S THE BIGGEST
DIFFERENCE BETWEENDIFFERENCE BETWEEN
HIGH ACHIEVERS AND THEHIGH ACHIEVERS AND THE
REST?REST?



MINDSETMINDSET





WHAT IS MINDSET?WHAT IS MINDSET?

Mindset refers to the established set of attitudes held by
someone. It encompasses the cognitive frameworks that
shape how individuals perceive and respond to the world
around them, particularly in terms of their abilities,
potential, and intelligence.



GLASS HALF FULL?GLASS HALF FULL?



Students with a growth mindset are
more likely to embrace challenges,
persist in the face of setbacks, and
see effort as a path to mastery 

#01
Research has shown that students
with high self-efficacy are more likely
to set challenging goals, remain
resilient when facing difficulties, and
ultimately achieve higher academic
performance.

#02

Those with a positive mindset are more likely to set
realistic yet challenging goals, remain committed to
them, and derive intrinsic motivation from the process,
rather than being solely outcome-focused.

#03

BENEFITS OF ABENEFITS OF A
STRONG MINDSETSTRONG MINDSET



“I’ve missed more than 9,000 shots in
my career. I’ve lost almost 300 games.
Twenty-six times, I’ve been trusted to
take the game-winning shot and missed.
I’ve failed over and over and over again
in my life. And that is why I succeed.”
MICHAEL JORDAN



“...definitely the target is to be able to win
races every weekend... and we need to keep
focusing on the process more than on the
outcome. The good outcome will only be the
result of hard work and work well done. We
are really focusing on the process, on our
weaknesses, and how we can optimise every
single aspect... By doing just that we will get
to the point where we are in contention [to]
win every single weekend.”
CHARLES LECLERC



THE GRADE 9 FORMULATHE GRADE 9 FORMULA



GRADE 9 MINDSETGRADE 9 MINDSET

TRUSTTRUST11..
FOCUSFOCUS22..

PRACTICEPRACTICE33..



WHY DID WE MAKE AWHY DID WE MAKE A
COURSE FOR PARENTS?COURSE FOR PARENTS?



ONLY A SMALL MINORITYONLY A SMALL MINORITY
OF TEENAGE STUDENTSOF TEENAGE STUDENTS
ARE FULLY INDEPENDENT.ARE FULLY INDEPENDENT.



WHO’SWHO’S  
RESPONSIBLERESPONSIBLE  
FOR WHAT?FOR WHAT?

SUPPORT GUIDANCE, STRATEGY
& SUPPORT

PARENTSPARENTS TUTORSTUTORS

STUDENTSTUDENT
LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS

& PRACTICE



THE GRADE 9 FORMULATHE GRADE 9 FORMULA



SO, WHAT IS... 



RESULTS-FOCUSEDRESULTS-FOCUSED
EVIDENCE-BASEDEVIDENCE-BASED

GCSE English MasteryGCSE English Mastery
PROGRAMME





8080100+100+

1500015000HOURSHOURSDevelopmentDevelopment

77
YEARSYEARS

Development

£££££££££
£££££££££

INVESTMENT
INVESTMENT

Qualified
Qualified  TEACHERS

educationaleducational

improvement rate
99%



GRADE 9 MINDSETGRADE 9 MINDSET

TRUSTTRUST11..
FOCUSFOCUS22..

PRACTICEPRACTICE33..



Helping you deliver genuine results through skills and
knowledge development.

#01

Babysitting

Entertainment

Hacks

OUR FOCUSOUR FOCUS

Tricks



Shakespearean Text#01

Modern Text#02

Language Paper 1#06

Language Paper 2#07

Victorian Text#03 Life#08

Homework#09

Other Subjects#10

Poetry Anthology#04

Unseen Poetry#05

THE CHALLENGE: A VERY, VERYTHE CHALLENGE: A VERY, VERY
BIIIIIIG SUBJECTBIIIIIIG SUBJECT  



SCORING TOP GRADES INSCORING TOP GRADES IN
GCSE ENGLISH IS NOTGCSE ENGLISH IS NOT
ROCKET SCIENCE ORROCKET SCIENCE OR
MAGIC.MAGIC.



THE EXAMINERS JUSTTHE EXAMINERS JUST
WANT TO SEE GOODWANT TO SEE GOOD
WRITING.WRITING.



HOW TO SCORE A GRADE 9 WITHOUT
BEING PERFECT.



THE GRADE 9 FORMULATHE GRADE 9 FORMULA



“THE RIGHT SORT OF PRACTICE“THE RIGHT SORT OF PRACTICE
CARRIED OUT OVER ACARRIED OUT OVER A
SUFFICIENT PERIOD OF TIMESUFFICIENT PERIOD OF TIME
LEADS TO IMPROVEMENT.LEADS TO IMPROVEMENT.
NOTHING ELSE.”NOTHING ELSE.”

PEAK, ANDERS ERICSSON



GRADES VS PRACTICE

MINIMUM HOURS OF PRACTICE MAXIMUM
0

2

4

6

8

10



FORMULA FORFORMULA FOR
DISAPPOINTMENTDISAPPOINTMENT

SUPPORT GUIDANCE, STRATEGY
& SUPPORT

PARENTSPARENTS TUTORSTUTORS

STUDENTSTUDENT
LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS

& PRACTICE



“THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF“THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF
PEOPLE WHO NEVER LEARN:PEOPLE WHO NEVER LEARN:
THE SHY AND THE ARROGANT.”THE SHY AND THE ARROGANT.”

A TEACHER



WHO’SWHO’S  
RESPONSIBLERESPONSIBLE  
FOR WHAT?FOR WHAT?

SUPPORT GUIDANCE, STRATEGY
& SUPPORT

PARENTSPARENTS TUTORSTUTORS

STUDENTSTUDENT
LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS

& PRACTICE



LET ME INTRODUCE YOU TO....LET ME INTRODUCE YOU TO....

{ }GRADE 9GRADE 9
MASTERYMASTERY

THE

BLUEPRINT



TECHNOLOGICALLY
ADVANCED

TEACHER
EXPERTISE

PROGRAMME KEY CONCEPTSPROGRAMME KEY CONCEPTS
EVIDENCE-BASED

UNIQUE



4 STEPS TO MASTERY4 STEPS TO MASTERY

Grade 9
Foundations

Diagnostic
Assessment

Practice Perfect

Grade 9 Exam
Prep

STEP  1       

STEP 2 

STEP 3

STEP 4



Presentation



A LITTLE ABOUT MEA LITTLE ABOUT ME

Main contributor for Quizlet’s official GCSE English Material. 

Abdullah Williams

Creator, Designer and Founder of Sophicly, Possibly the first and
Most Technically Advanced, "Evidence-Based" GCSE English
Mastery Programme in the UK

80% of our students scored grades 7-9 in 2023
at least 90% join us at grades 4-6
99% (100/102) improvement of 1-4 grades.

Aiming for 100% grades 7-9 through continuous innovation,
development and research



GRADE 9 MINDSETGRADE 9 MINDSET

TRUSTTRUST11..
FOCUSFOCUS22..

PRACTICEPRACTICE33..



#1 MISTAKE#1 MISTAKE

Not following our 
instructions.

#01



#1 PILLAR OF SUCCESS#1 PILLAR OF SUCCESS

Follow our instructions.

#01
PRECISELY



#2 PILLAR OF SUCCESS#2 PILLAR OF SUCCESS

Be proactive, not reactive. Parents: set 15 minutes
aside per week to check up on your child.

#02



#3 PILLAR OF SUCCESS#3 PILLAR OF SUCCESS

Be productive. STUDENTS: Aim to submit at least 2
pieces of writing per month by completing the writing
units (diagnostic and redraft + feedback).

#03



THE GRADE 9 FORMULATHE GRADE 9 FORMULA



Follow our 
curriculum (PRACTICE) 
& make use of our 
resources

#01

Listen to and follow
the teacher’s 
instructions precisely.

Read our text 
messages and 
emails, and act.

#04#03

Attend your live 
sessions, ask
questions & interact 

#02

HOW TO FOLLOW OURHOW TO FOLLOW OUR
INSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONS



Use the resources we have
given you.

Call Abdullah
Anytime

WHAT NOT TO DOWHAT NOT TO DO

Tell Abdullah
How to Improve

Text Abdullah
Anytime



UNACCEPTABLE EXCUSESUNACCEPTABLE EXCUSES

“I’m not learning anything.”

“It’s not working for me.”

“I don’t know what to do next.”

“I didn’t know what time
the lesson was.”

“I’m not improving.”



Weekly Live Strategy Sessions

GCSE English Mastery Curriculum

Grade 9 Library

Private Support Channel (Telegram:
9am - 5pm, Mon - Sun)

Weekly Live Writing Sessions

Weekly Live Modelling Session

Qualified Teachers  

GRADE 9 RESOURCE LISTGRADE 9 RESOURCE LIST



3 WEEKLY LIVE3 WEEKLY LIVE
SESSIONSSESSIONS 2 Hours

1 Hour1 Hour



Discussion (Live Modelling Recap)

Reading (Grade 9 Library)

Writing Practice + Feedback* (Curriculum)

Targets (Support Channel)

Voice Note Summary (Support Channel)

2-HR WEEKLY WRITING SESSIONS2-HR WEEKLY WRITING SESSIONS  

2 Hours + Breaks, Weekly

Qualified Teachers (Support)

https://www.sophicly.com/courses/


1 Hour, Weekly, Saturdays

Live Grade 9 Answer Modelling

Live Grade 9 Discussion

Live Grade 9 Writing Observation

Exam Strategy

Replay + SMS Recap

Evidence-Based

1-HR LIVE MODELLING1-HR LIVE MODELLING
SESSIONSESSION  



1-HR LIVE STRATEGY SESSION1-HR LIVE STRATEGY SESSION

1 Hour, 2 x per week

Open to students & parents

Strategy, Accountability + Guidance

Targets (Support Channel)

Live Grade 9 Discussion



GCSE ENGLISH MASTERYGCSE ENGLISH MASTERY  
CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Covers The Major GCSE Texts

Grade 9 Foundations

2400, Bitesized Grade 9 
Lessons

Reading

Exam Preparation

Evidence-based, AI-Enhanced

Writing Practice (2 Pieces per
Month) + Feedback



100+ Grade 9 Model Answers

Massive Variety of Notes

Templates

Audio Recordings

Reading

GRADE 9 LIBRARYGRADE 9 LIBRARY



Parent & Student Private Support Channel

Text and Voice Support 

Regular Updates + Reminders

Schedule and Links

Read our messages and act.

PERSONAL SUPPORT CHANNELPERSONAL SUPPORT CHANNEL  

Send targets after each writing session

Send voicenote after each writing session





GRADE 9 MINDSETGRADE 9 MINDSET

TRUSTTRUST11..
FOCUSFOCUS22..

PRACTICEPRACTICE33..



WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WHERE DO I FIND THEWHERE DO I FIND THE
LINKS AND SCHEDULE FORLINKS AND SCHEDULE FOR
THE LIVE SESSIONS?THE LIVE SESSIONS?
LINKS + SCHEDULE ARE INLINKS + SCHEDULE ARE IN
THE “IMPORTANT LINKS”THE “IMPORTANT LINKS”
SECTION OF YOURSECTION OF YOUR
PERSONAL SUPPORTPERSONAL SUPPORT
CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WILL YOU PROVIDEWILL YOU PROVIDE
HOMEWORK?HOMEWORK?

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINSOUR WEBSITE CONTAINS
2400+ WRITING EXERCISES.2400+ WRITING EXERCISES.
STUDENTS SET WEEKLYSTUDENTS SET WEEKLY
TARGETS BASED ON WHATTARGETS BASED ON WHAT
THEY ARE CAPABLE OFTHEY ARE CAPABLE OF
DOING.DOING.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



HOW CAN I CHECK MYHOW CAN I CHECK MY
CHILD‘S PROGRESS?CHILD‘S PROGRESS?

ASK YOUR CHILD WHATASK YOUR CHILD WHAT
THEY LEARNT IN THEIRTHEY LEARNT IN THEIR
WRITING SESSION AND ASKWRITING SESSION AND ASK
THEM TO SHOW YOU THEIRTHEM TO SHOW YOU THEIR
WORK.WORK.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



HOW LONG UNTIL MYHOW LONG UNTIL MY
CHILD SHOWS PROGRESS?CHILD SHOWS PROGRESS?

EVERY CHILD IS DIFFERENTEVERY CHILD IS DIFFERENT
BUT YOU NEED TO COMMITBUT YOU NEED TO COMMIT
FOR AT LEAST 3 MONTHS.FOR AT LEAST 3 MONTHS.
PROGRESS DEPENDS ONPROGRESS DEPENDS ON
PRODUCTIVITY.PRODUCTIVITY.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WHY ISN‘T MY CHILDWHY ISN‘T MY CHILD
MAKING PROGRESS?MAKING PROGRESS?

ASK YOUR CHILD IF THEYASK YOUR CHILD IF THEY
HAVE SUBMITTED AT LEASTHAVE SUBMITTED AT LEAST
2 PIECES OF WRITING (+2 PIECES OF WRITING (+
MARKING & FEEDBACK) INMARKING & FEEDBACK) IN
THE LAST MONTH.THE LAST MONTH.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



CAN I SPEAK TO YOUCAN I SPEAK TO YOU
ABOUT MY CHILD‘SABOUT MY CHILD‘S
PROGRESS?PROGRESS?

YES! BOOK IN A STRATEGYYES! BOOK IN A STRATEGY
SESSION AND ATTENDSESSION AND ATTEND
WITH YOUR CHILD.WITH YOUR CHILD.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



HOW DO I BOOK STRATEGYHOW DO I BOOK STRATEGY
SESSION?SESSION?

FIND THE LINK IN THEFIND THE LINK IN THE
“IMPORTANT LINKS”“IMPORTANT LINKS”
SECTION OF YOURSECTION OF YOUR
PERSONAL SUPPORTPERSONAL SUPPORT
CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



HOW ELSE CAN I KEEP MYHOW ELSE CAN I KEEP MY
CHILD ACCOUNTABLE?CHILD ACCOUNTABLE?

CHECK THAT THEY ARECHECK THAT THEY ARE
SENDING WEEKLY TARGETSSENDING WEEKLY TARGETS
AND VOICENOTES TO THEIRAND VOICENOTES TO THEIR
PERSONAL SUPPORTPERSONAL SUPPORT
CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).CHANNEL (TELEGRAM).

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WHAT IS THE MOSTWHAT IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT THING MYIMPORTANT THING MY
CHILD CAN DO TO MAKECHILD CAN DO TO MAKE
PROGRESS?PROGRESS?
FOLLOW OURFOLLOW OUR
INSTRUCTIONS ASINSTRUCTIONS AS
ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLEACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE
AND BE PRODUCTIVE.AND BE PRODUCTIVE.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WHAT IS THE MOSTWHAT IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONIMPORTANT INSTRUCTION
FORFOR    MY CHILD TO MAKEMY CHILD TO MAKE
PROGRESS?PROGRESS?
DO THE (WRITING)DO THE (WRITING)
EXERCISES + FEEDBACK INEXERCISES + FEEDBACK IN
THE CURRICULUM AS THEYTHE CURRICULUM AS THEY
ARE LAID OUT, AS MUCH ASARE LAID OUT, AS MUCH AS
POSSIBLE.POSSIBLE.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



WHAT OTHER TIPS HAVEWHAT OTHER TIPS HAVE
YOU GOT FORYOU GOT FOR    MY CHILDMY CHILD
TO MAKE PROGRESS?TO MAKE PROGRESS?

READ ALL OUR MESSAGESREAD ALL OUR MESSAGES
AND EMAILS, FOLLOWAND EMAILS, FOLLOW
THEM AS WELL AS THETHEM AS WELL AS THE
TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS.TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



HOW CAN I EDIT MYHOW CAN I EDIT MY
PAYMENT DETAILS?PAYMENT DETAILS?

FIND YOUR PAYMENTFIND YOUR PAYMENT
INVOICE IN YOUR EMAIL,INVOICE IN YOUR EMAIL,
CLICK “VIEW CUSTOMERCLICK “VIEW CUSTOMER
PORTAL” AND LOG IN.PORTAL” AND LOG IN.

WWW.SOPHICLY.COM



DROP A COMMENT BELOWDROP A COMMENT BELOW
ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANTABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT
CONCEPT YOU HAVE LEARNTCONCEPT YOU HAVE LEARNT
FROM THIS LESSON.FROM THIS LESSON.


